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Ricardo-AEA supports Scotland’s next 
step towards a circular economy 
 
Ricardo-AEA has been appointed by the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) to evaluate the role 
regulatory levers can play in helping to drive a circular 
economy in Scotland 

The work will build on the steps already taken by the Scottish Government through 

the launch of the Zero Waste Plan and more recently the Safeguarding Scotland’s 

Resources strategy which sets-out a vision for a more resource-efficient Scotland 

that sends fewer materials to landfill.  

 

SEPA, as part of Scottish Government’s Circular Economy Evidence Gathering 

and Engagement programme, has commissioned Ricardo-AEA to look at the 

existing policy and regulatory landscape in Scotland and explore future options. 

Ricardo-AEA’s work will include analysing regulatory options being implemented in 

other EU and international countries. From this analysis it will evaluate effective 

legislative levers that have the potential to promote the circular economy. A 

circular economy will maximise the value in raw materials by keeping them 

circulating in the economy and designing out waste.   

 

Chris Nuttall, senior consultant at Ricardo-AEA, said: “We’re very pleased to be 

delivering this project for SEPA. Building a more circular economy in Scotland will 

not just help the environment but will deliver significant benefits to Scotland’s 

economy. Improving resource efficiency and waste reduction will help cut costs as 

resource prices rise, helping Scotland improve its competiveness in the global 

economy. This project will help SEPA and the Scottish Government take informed 

decisions that promote a circular economy.” 
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 

 
 
Ricardo-AEA is an operating division of Ricardo plc comprising the former business of AEA 
Europe. The consultancy has an exceptional breadth of capability in energy and climate 
change, air quality, sustainable transport, waste management, resource efficiency and 
chemical risk. With around 400 staff based in the UK, the company’s capabilities are 
underpinned by the experience gained from supporting governments and business-leaders 
around the world for over 40 years. 
 
 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, 
technology, project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing 
outstanding value through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low 
emission, class-leading product innovation and robust strategic implementation. With 
almost a century of delivering value through technology, our client list includes the world's 
major transportation original equipment manufacturers, supply chain organizations, energy 
companies, financial institutions and governments. Guided by our corporate values of 
respect, integrity, creativity & innovation and passion, we enable our customers to achieve 
sustainable growth and commercial success. For more information, visit www.ricardo.com. 
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